
Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission - Regular Meeting 

March 14, 2018 630PM 

Stafford Springs Community Center 

12 BuckJey Highway 

Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Members Present: 

David Mordasky 

Myron Avery 

Don Bradway 

Deb Szemreylo 

Bruce Dobson, Alternate 

Tracie Canestrari 

Absent: 

Karl Milikowski 

Ken Crary 

Savannah Rummel 

Steven Clark, Alternate 

Also Present: 

Ron Houle, Zoning Board Liaison 

Dave Perkins, ZEO 
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1. Call meeting to order, establish quorum, and pledge of allegiance. Chairman Mordasky 
called meeting to order at 6:33pm, seated Bruce Dobson as alternate, quorum was established. 
Pledge of allegiance was said. 

2. Corrections and approve minutes of Special Meeting February 14, 2018. 



David Mordasky read the minutes as submitted. Myron Avery moves to accept the minutes of 
Special Meeting on February 14th, Don Bradway seconds the motion. All in favor. Motion 
carnes. 

3. Board member introductions to Tracie Canestrari. 

Tracie Canestrari introduces herself and her business, a riding stable on Buckley Highway. The 
other members of the board introduce themselves to Tracie . 

4. Correspondence and upcoming dates of SAAC events. 

Tracie Canestrari has been chosen by the selectman as a member of the board to replace Marty 
Abromaitis. David Mordasky presents why an Agricultural Commission is formed. 

5. Stafford Agricultural Product Publication progress. 

Bruce Dobson presents farm map that Dave Perkins provided, It also includes forestry land. It is 
decided that the deadline for publication of the farm map will be June 16,2018. It will take a 
week to publish . There is a two week deadline to contact Bruce Dobson to be placed on the map. 
We are looking forward to individuals that are looking to promote their farm. 

6. Agricultural farmland reclamation project status. 

Don Bradway suggests to put out to the town to see if there is someone who would be interested 
in parcels to clear. David Mordasky states that their has been some issues with an advisory board 
clearing land that belongs to the state relating to liability Bruce Dobson offers to put his name on 
the liability and take on that. Legal counsel, Lorin Dafoe, suggests that the commission may be 
able to act as a "finder" for farmers or individuals that are looking to clear land . Myron Avery 
says that the state has a restoration program that if the individual spends 20,000$, the state will 
match that amount. David Mordasky will get in touch with Amber Wakely about possible grants 
that could help with this project. 

7. Agricultural Engagement regulations status. 

Public hearing will be Tuesday March 27'hat 7pm. It will be held in town hall. This public 
hearing will be on agricultural entertainment. Lorin Dafoe asks for a copy of agricultural 
engagement regulations that are finali zed. Lisa Houlihan provided that to her. 

8. SAAC Logo and Banner 

Bruce Dobson completed the logo. Myron A very moves to approve the logo as presented in the 
colors brown and green . Deb Szemreylo seconds the motion. All in Favor. Motion Carries. Bruce 
Dobson will bring about 200 to the next meeting. 

9. SAAC involvement with SCFM 2018. 

SAAC will be present at SCFM once a month at no charge. Judith Mordasky spoke on possibly 
having a similar program like "shop hop" in Woodstock. Start at the SCFM and get the 
agricultural map then travel around town to different farms . Don Bradway suggests maybe 
splitting the shifts. David Mordasky also suggests that we bring different agricultural products 
produced in Stafford to each of the SAAC meetings . Deb Szemreylo will bring eggs in April. 



10. Presentation, Inland Wetlands Commission. 

John Wilson,a chair of the inland wetlands commission in Stafford was asked to make a 
presentation. David Mordasky introduces him to the SAAC to explain what the Inland Wetlands 
Commission does and how it influences Agriculture in Stafford. Dave Perkins let the SAAC 
know that the 100ft buffer between properties, of timber only 50% of that can be cut. It will be 
transferred to Inland , Wetlands, Commission for better regulation and enforcements. 

11. Public comments and input. 

Lisa Houlihan had questions on wetlands and spoke on PA-490. Linda Dobson suggests that 
Jordan Tavenner take pictures of local falms to present at SCFM. 

12. Commissioners vote on agenda items. 

Voted in previous points during the meeting. 

13. Adjournment 

Don Bradway moves to adjourn. Myron Avery seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned 
at 8pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

CJ G:~' 
Deb Szemreylo 


